To understand stocks and flows of coarse woody debris (CWD), we need to be able to categorise it, both in the field and
in models, according to its decay status. In Tasmania, a five-point decay-class system has been developed to fill this
role. This poster describes how the system was validated for use with Eucalyptus obliqua CWD in wet forest.
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1 Intotal, 64 study logs were assigned in the field to one of five decay-classes (as above), based on external characteristics.
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Up to three ‘biscuits’ were cut ~ The extent of different rotten  In the lab, each overlay was  The density of each rotten The mean density of DWD in each
from each assessed log, and wood types was delineated ona  scanned, and the cross-  wood type was calculated by ~ combination of decay-class and diameter

their current and estimated plastic overlay. Fist-sized sectional area and comparing wet and dry class was calculated by multiplying the
original diameters recorded. In  samples of each type were proportion occupied by weights of multiple samples, densities of the individual rotten wood
total, 169 biscuits were taken to the lab for closer each rotten wood type and  each of whose initial volume  types (and internal and external airspace)
sampled. examination, as well as for by internal airspace had been determined in the recorded from that combination by their
density estimation. In total, 772 calculated. lab using the water mean proportional cross-sectional area in
samples were collected. displacement method. that combination.

This five-point system has an ecological basis because it reflects the underlying changes in rotten wood type composition
and in wood density as decay progresses. These factors in turn reflect the ecological processes at work during decay,
and the dependent biodiversity involved in those processes.
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